
Myanmar: Say no to coal and big dams 

(Yangon, Myanmar) – Tuesday 13th December 2016 

Myanmar is at a critical juncture in terms of energy policy. With only a third of the population 

connected to the central grid and a new government formed this year, energy solutions must be 

found. But it is imperative that local communities, including indigenous populations and women, 

should be at the forefront of these decisions, instead of big business and international financial 

institutions. 

The Myanmar government must completely abandon plans to develop coal and big hydro 

projects that have clearly been rejected by affected communities. If these projects go ahead 

they will cause irreversible damage to the environment, ecosystems, ethnic culture, social 

security, aggravate climate change, and fuel social and ethnic conflict across the country.  

The former government approved dozens of large-scale coal and hydro projects without 

adequate transparency or community consultation, earmarking much of the energy production 

for export. The new National League for Democracy-led government needs to be transparent 

about the future of proposed coal power plants and hydropower dams in Myanmar and quickly 

inform the public about its energy plans to avoid repeating the mistakes of the last government. 

All contracts for proposed mega development projects should be published without hesitation.  

Myanmar’s latest energy plans place a heavy focus on coal and big hydro as solutions to the 

country’s energy poverty. Any shift away from coal should not mean greater focus on 

unsustainable big hydro-power projects, which are often inaccurately presented as “renewable 

energy”, and vice versa. Similarly, the suspension of the Myitsone dam should not mean an 

expansion in dams being built on the Thanlwin (Salween). 

Most proposed mega dams are found in Myanmar’s conflict-torn ethnic states, posing a serious 

obstacle to the fragile peace process. The NLD should place a moratorium on all proposed 

mega projects if it hopes to end decades of civil war.  

Myanmar is in a unique position to leapfrog fossil fuels and mega dams to focus on renewable 

energy, especially community-owned off-grid solutions, which can be much cheaper than 

expanding the central grid. Indigenous communities in rural areas will be the last to benefit from 



current plans for grid expansion, underscoring the need for an inclusive community-driven 

dialogue on meeting the country’s energy needs. 

In its election campaign manifesto, the NLD committed to generate electricity from existing 

hydropower projects, tackle pollution and protect the environment. It is time for the government 

to deliver on its promises. 

We, the below signed, demand meaningful participation in the country’s energy plans, with civil 

society and local communities placed at the center of decision-making. By publishing its current 

and future power developments plans, the government will enable both local communities and 

investors to fully assess the pros and the cons of proposed energy projects, identify effective 

solutions and promote meaningful participation. Energy projects cannot justifiably be pushed 

through by the government as long as they have been rejected by affected populations.   

Contacts: 

U Aung Myint (Renewable Energy Association Myanmar) 

Email: uma.ream@gmail.com , Ph- 095075608 (English and Myanmar) 

Saw Thar Phoe (Karen Rivers Watch) 

Email: phoehein@gmail.com , Ph- 09782639714 (English and Myanmar) 

Bo Bo Aung (EarthRights International) 

Email: bobo@earthrights.org , Ph- 09250267025 (English and Myanmar)) 

Mirco Kreibich (Heinrich Böll Stiftung -Myanmar)   
 
Email: info@mm.boell.org (English only) 
 

Organizations: 

1. Renewable Energy Association Myanmar (REAM) 

2. Mee-Net 

3. Shan State Peace Task Force 

mailto:uma.ream@gmail.com
mailto:phoehein@gmail.com
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4. Info Birmanie 

5. Mong Pan Youth Association  

6. Kachin Development Networking Group 

7. Mekong Watch  

8. Ye Social Society  

9. Pyo Khim Thit Organization  

10. Myanmar Green Network 

11. EarthRights International 

12. Heinrich Böll Stiftung (Myanmar) 
13. PaungKu 

14. Green Lotus 

15. Shwe Chan Myay Network 

16. Thazin Thwee Thit Organization  

17. Western Ayeyawaddy Beach Preserve Natural Environment Association 

18. Mon Youth Forum 

19. Kan Chay Arr Marm  

20. Southern Youth Organization  

21. Shwe Hmaw Won Organization  

22. T-Gyit Monitoring Group 

23. Pyar Taung Development Group 

24. Danu Development  

25. Paung Long Committee 

26. Kachin Peace Network  

27. Research, Translation and Consultant Cluster 
28. Youth Circle 

29. Karen Rivers Watch 

30. Swedish Burma Committee 

31. Union of Kayah State Youths (UKSY) 

- Kayan New Generation Youth 

- Kayan Women Organization  

- Karenni National Youth Organization  

- Kayah State Students Union  

 



 

Kachin  
1 Kachin State Urban Rural Mission   
2 Kachin Biblical Baptist Church (KBBC)   
3 NamkyioParahita Foundation  
4 SHAIT Social Development Foundation  
5 Humanity Institute  
6 Spectrum ( Kachin Office )  
                                                    ႕ 
                                          
9 Laur Waw Literature and  Culture  
10 Christian Social Service Group (Putao)  
11 C.C.F.C/CBA  
12 Community Health and Development (CHAD)  
13 Kachin Literature and Culture Association  
                                                
15 Community Development Department (Kachin Baptist Convention)   
16 K.B.B.C (Hpakant)  
17                                                                         
                                                                             
                                         
20 Wun Pawng Ninghtoi  
21 SHINGNIP(Kachin Legal Aid Network Group)  
22              ’        
 
Kayah 
                                                                   
2                                  
                      
4 Kayah Women Center (KYWO)    
                               
                                                                                        
       ႕                                     ႕  
                                                ႕  
8 Farmer Seminarian Association ( FSA )   
 9 Kanote Pan Social Aid                              
                                                                 ႕              
11 Women Galaxy     



12 Sa ShawShay Phroshu    
                                          
                                                             
                                   
16 Youth Life Formation Centre (YLFC)     
                                                
                                     
                                                                       
2                              
2                                            
22 Kayah Earthrights Action Network(Kayah)    
2                                         
2                   ႕                         
2                             
26 Karenni Nationalities People Liberation Front ( KNPLF-Youth )    
2                                                            
2                                                          ႕  
2                                                                                        
   ႕            ႕       
                                
                                                                       
 
Karen 
1 KAC (Karen Affairs Committee)    
2                       
3 Thwee Community Based Group    
                                  
5 Hoo Pho K                 
                                                  ႕  
7 KDN    
8 Karen Monk Association  
9 The 88 Generation Peace & Open Society    
10 Eh Sae Phoe Roe    
11 Karen Environmental and Social Action Network   
 2                                  
 
Chin 
                                                    
2                                             



                                                        
                                                                        
                   ႕  
5 CGN-Hakha    
6 Green Eden Eco Mission (Chin)    
7 Hakha Eco Activist    
                                                      
                                               ႕               
10 Zozuun Organization     
                                                   
 2                                                        
                                                 
                                               
15 Tuithang Students Family (Thithang Siamsin Innkuan)    
16 Lawknu Land Development Netw                  ႕                         
 
Mon 
                                                              
2                               ’                              ႕                  
3 Personal Civil Society Development    
4 Jeepyah Civil Social Development Organization    
                                                     
                                                       ႕                  
                                                   ႕  
                                                 ႕  
                                    ႕      ႕                                      
                                                              
                                    
 2                                      
                                  
                                 ႕  
15 Guiding Star Media Group   
                                                                        ႕            ႕  
17 Millennium Centre     
                                          
                                                   
2                                                                             
2                                                                                              
22                                                



23 Mawlamyine                                   ႕             
2                                                                      
2                                                          
26 Mon Youth Progressive Organization (MYPO)    
27 Ma Ga free funeral Social S                                                       
2                                                                            
2                                                                             ႕        
                                         ႕          ႕   
                                                     ႕  
 2                             ႕  
                         
                                
                                                       
36 Nyi Nyunt Thaw Mon Youth Associa                            ႕  
                                                                           ႕  
                                                  ႕              
                                                                               
40                                             ႕  
                                                  ႕               
 2                                                                                          
                                                                           
                                                    ႕  
                                                    ႕  
                                                               
                                                 
48 Youth T                                                                   ႕         
                                              
                                         ႕  
                                     
 2                                                ႕            ႕  
                                                              ႕  
                                                                     ႕      
                                                
                                                     ႕                    ႕ 
 
Rakhine 
                                                                                          
2                                                            
                                                  



4 Action Based Community Development (ABCD)   
                                                       
                            
                                                                 
                                                      
9 AD 2030 Vision (STW)    
10 AD2030 Vision (RTD)    
                                                                       ႕                
 2                                                                     ႕              
                                                                      ႕             
                                                   
                                                               
                                                         ႕           
                                                             
                                                                    
                                                              ႕              
2                                                                       
21 Rakhine Coastal Associati                                       ႕   
22                                      ႕                      
2                                                    
                                      ႕          
2                                         ႕  
25                                        ႕                     
2                                                     ႕  
27 Social Program Aid for Civil Education    
2                                                                              
29 88 Rakhine                                              -                                  ႕  
                                                                    
                    ႕                      
 2                
                                            
Shan 
 
                                                                       
2                                                      
                                                                            ႕  
                                                                             ႕       
                                                         
                                          ႕       



7 DEMO    
                                                
                                                   ႕  
                                                                  
11 Integrated Development Executive Association     
 2                                                                           ႕  
                                                                                   ႕  
                                                      
                                                                                ႕  
                                                                                              
         ႕                     ႕   
                                                                                ႕          
                                                                                 ႕            
19 Shan Literacy and  Cultural                                                  ႕             
2                                                               ႕                         
2                                                                       
22   ’                                        
2                                                                          
                        
2                                                                 
2                                                  
2                                         
 2                                                ႕  
2    ’         ’                                               ႕       
2                                                                          
30 88 Generation Nyein/Pwint (Shan/Nort                                              
                                                                              ႕   
 2                             
                 
                                                      
                                   
36 Green Rights Organization    
                                           
                          
                                                  
Sagaing 
                                                                         
2 S & K Mining Watch Group , Kan Kone   
                                               



                                                                     
5 G.B.P(Grow Back for Posterity   
                                                                              
7 T                                      
                      
                                                             
                             FPPS   
                                          
12 New Generation Youth ,  
                                     
                                       
                                                                                       
                                                     
                                                                                
                                              ႕  
                                 
2                  
2                                                           
22                                                         
2                        
2                                      
2                                                                              
2                   ႕               
2                                          -                       
                                                
Mandalay 
                                          
2                                                 
                                                   
                                                      
                                          
                                                          
7 Myanmar Buddha Youth Development Justine   
                                              
                                                 
10 Green For All (Myin Chan)    
                                 
 2                         
                                                    



                               ႕           
                                     
                                 
17 Sein Lan (Py                                    
                                          ႕       
19 Golden Phoenix     
2                                       
2                               
22                           
2                                                       
24 Green For All (Taung Thar)    
25 Green For All (Na Hto Gyi)    
2                                                         
2                                                     
2                                                                    
 2                               
30 MCPWC     
                                 
 2                          ႕  
                                                      
                       
                                                          
36 Local Resource Centre    
                                                                            
                 
                                                                  
                                                                     
41 Silver Star Future    
Magway 
 
1 Ayar West Development Organization (AWDO - Min Bu)  
2 Myaing Youth Development Organization (MYDO)    
                                                         
4 Ayar West Development Organization (AWDO - Nga Phe)    
5 Green Network    
6 Organic Agriculture and Farmer Affair Development Group (OAFADG)       
                           
                        ႕     
9 Youth Current Group (YCG)    



10 Green Future    
11 Ayer West Development Organization (AWDO - Sae Htoke Tayar)       
12 Ayar West Development Organization (AWDO - Aung Lan)    
13 Green Network    
14 Natural Sever Community (Pwint Byu)    
15 ME Center    
16 Social Care Volunteer Group   
                               
                       
                                 
20                                        
2                             
22                     
23 Farmar Union of Magway    
2                    
2                                                                              ႕     
26 Organic Agriculture and Farmer Affair Development Group (OAFADG)   
Bago 
                            
2                                   ႕                 
                                                                       
                             
                                          
6 Public Network    
                                 
8 EDU Wave    
9 Kyauk Gyi Development Watch    
10 East Light Development Group    
11 Myanmar Youth Star     
12 Bago Youth Network    
                                                                                               
                 
         ႕                              ႕     
                    
 
Ayeyarwaddy 
 
                                                               ႕  
2                                                                                      ႕        



                          
4 Irrawaddy Farmer Union Network & Myanmar Farmer Union Network    
                                                         
                                       
                        ႕                                   
                          
                          
                                                                                                ႕  
                           
                                           
 2                               
                                                 
                                                                 
                                 ႕        
                                                               ႕  
1               -                                                ႕  
18 National Network for Education Reform (NNER)    
                                                                                          
                           ႕                                     ႕           
                            
2                                        
2                                          
22 Child rights Group    
2                                     
2                                               
25 8                                                                             ႕        
2                                                                     
2                              Youth ( Danu Phyu )    
2                                   
29 Youth ( Ma U Bin )    
                                                         
                                                     
32 Green Wave Environmental Protection Group    
                                                                     
                                                                   ႕  
                                           ႕               
35 Future Green Community Organization   
                     
                    



                                                                                    
               ႕                       
40 BBDN     
                 
 2                                  
                                                 
                                        
 
Tanintharyi 
1 Dawei Development Assoc                      ႕               
2                                                  ႕       
                                                                          ႕               
                                                                                ႕      
              
                                  
                                                             
                             ႕                                              
                                                       
                              ႕          ႕  
                       
                                                      
                                  ႕              
                                                                                     ႕              
 2                                                        
                                                                   
                                                      
                      
                                                         
                               
18 EFMC    
                                                                ႕                 
20 OFI Our Future Initiative   
 2                                                                            
                              
22                           
2                                                   
2                                                                    
2                                        
2                                                                        



2                                              
2                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


